Thomas "Tom" Riley Kennedy
November 15, 1934 - November 30, 2021

Columbus – Thomas Riley Kennedy, 87, passed away on November 30, 2021, at Baptist
Memorial – Golden Triangle Hospital, Columbus, MS. He was born on November 15, 1934
in Smithville, MS, he was a son to the late Aura and Eunice Towery Kennedy.
Thomas grew up in Monroe County and graduated from Smithville High School. He
attended Itawamba Junior College for two years and then enlisted. A Patriot, he served in
the United States Army for a couple years during which time he was awarded a Certificate
of Achievement for “exceptionally meritorious performance of duty”. He then furthered his
education at Delta State where he received a Bachelor in Science in Accounting. A man
with a great work ethic, he worked literally until he passed away. Initially he worked in
Government Accounting in New Orleans, then at the Memphis Cotton Company, and lastly
he was employed at the Caldwell Furniture Company in Columbus. Thomas was very
intelligent, organized and meticulous.
An active man who never shied away from a challenge, after the age of 40, Thomas
started running and eventually he began running marathons. During his life time, he ran
over a total of 40,000 miles in marathons with the New York Marathon being his favorite.
He loved to train younger people how to train to run marathons and he also enjoyed
encouraging the elderly to run. He was so motivational that he convinced his own mother
to start running and she ran up until the age of 94. Thomas was a member of the
Columbus running club and through the years they made many wonderful memories.
Besides running, he loved to listen to music, with Classical music being his favorite. He
was a quiet man who at times was a little stoic. His family meant the world to him and he
would do anything for them. He also liked to read as well as be outside while he was
hunting or fishing.
Thomas was an amazing man with great stamina for life and running. His smile will be
missed greatly by those who knew and loved him. The memories of him will live on in the
hearts of his loved ones.

Left behind to treasure the memories are his sister, Bettie D. Kennedy, Destin, FL; niece,
Cindy Lane Kennedy; nephews, Marlin Flurry and Dudley Bryan Kennedy, Jr., all of TN;
sister-in-law, Jeanette Kennedy, TN.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his brother, Dudley Bryan
Kennedy.
A Celebration of Life Service will be held on Saturday, December 4, 2021 at 11:00 am at
E. E. Pickle Funeral Home in Smithville with Dr. Lloyd Sweatt officiating. Burial with
Military Honors will follow at New Hope Cemetery, Hatley, MS.
Visitation for family and friends will be held on Saturday, December 4, 2021 from 10:00 am
until the service hour at the funeral home in Smithville.
Memories and condolences may be shared with his family at EEPickleFuneralHome.com.

Cemetery Details
New Hope Cemetery
60370 Hatley-Detroit Road
Amory, MS 38821

Previous Events
Visitation
DEC 4. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)
E.E. Pickle Funeral Home, Smithville
63319 Hwy. 25 N
Smithville, MS 38870
picklefuneralhome@gmail.com
https://www.eepicklefuneralhome.com

Funeral Service
DEC 4. 11:00 AM (CT)
E.E. Pickle Funeral Home, Smithville
63319 Hwy. 25 N
Smithville, MS 38870
picklefuneralhome@gmail.com
https://www.eepicklefuneralhome.com

Tribute Wall

Thank you, Miss Bettie, for allowing me to serve as a pallbearer to join with
Riley's family, neighbors, and the running community there in Smithville to honor
your brother. He was my running coach and mentor for more than forty years.
I really didn't realize for the longest time that he 'down deep' thought of himself as
'Riley'. His fellow runners always knew him as 'Tom'. In early 1989 he asked me
to take over coaching his mother, Miss Eunice, for track events in the two months
leading up to the
Mississippi Senior Olympics. He would usually be nearby and when she wanted
his attention she would holler "Riley!". I can still hear that distinctive voice of hers
and he would trot over... This went on for four years. I believe he got much of his
work effort and stamina from his mother. Their yard work was herculean &
phenomenal- especially on hot and humid Smithville days.
We always a short track season in the spring before we returned road racing and
walking events. Incidentally, Miss Eunice still holds every 80 and over women's
track running record in Mississippi for distances between 50 meters and 800
meters.
Because of my relationship with him, I heard him called 'Riley' a lot. Finally, I
asked him which name he preferred so I could call him by his favorite. "You
usually call me 'Mr. Kennedy', so maybe you should just keep doing that," he
replied. So that's what I did. I was 19 years Mr. Kennedy's junior. He was both a
brother and also a 'father' figure to me.
I was raised to show respect for my 'elders' and he understood that was important
to me.
As my coach and mentor, when we were in the running world, I always took his
counsel and did my best to be as supportive of him as he was of me. I had
several opportunities to assist and accompany him at races including his final 28mile marathon-plus effort at the Delano Park 12-Hour event in Decatur, AL in
2017 and the last several Gum Tree
10-K's in Tupelo. According to Mr. Kennedy, very few runners ever complete an
event of that distance or greater 40 years in a row, He would know. He
researched it thoroughly.
Mr. Kennedy performed all his running related duties that way. He taught himself
how to certify courses. He was a very skilled timer. He worked to assist scores of
'would be' runners over the years. Established runners sought him out for
counsel. He designed training programs for walkers & runners & especially
savored opportunities to do that for friends and family.
What most of his running friends didn't know was that Mr. Kennedy had an even
greater passion- hunting and fishing. Whether it was shooting squirrels at the
Kennedy home place or crappie fishing in Splunge bottom, he was in his element.
One of his final outdoor activities around his birthday was a solo squirrel hunt.

His privacy about his favorite pastimes extended to his Christian faith.as well. Mr.
Kennedy rarely gave public witness. he found powerful ways to live out his days
in much the manner that Jesus prescribed through selfless giving of his time and
boundless energies. He was a deeply spiritual, but sometimes private man,
whose 'giving' revealed his caring and concern for all those privileged enough to
be around him.
Mr. Kennedy was wearing his 2017 bi-annual National Senior Games navy blue
warm up jacket from Birmingham at his visitation. It was the third and final time he
represented the State of Mississippi at the national level. There was a break in
the action on the Samford University track there when a voice came over the
loudspeaker system: "The 80 and over women's hammer throw is starting in the
field events area..." He could be spontaneous. He said: "Let's go!" Mr. Kennedy
enthusiastically applauded every throw just as he always did with his fellow
runners.
I can imagine Tom & his mother in an eternal 'fun run' walking and running
eagerly anticipating what lies endlessly ahead- a reward well-deserved.
Ray Gildea - December 07, 2021 at 10:11 AM

Thank you, Miss Bettie, for allowing me to be a pallbearer and 'honorary
Kennedy' yesterday at Riley's funeral. I didn't fully realize that he thought of
himself down deep as 'Riley' until after he asked me, in 1989, to take over training
his mother, Miss Eunice, for two months each year for running in the Mississippi
Senior Olympics. She would say: "Riley!" in her unmistakable voice: every time
she wanted his attention. And he came running- literally. He was usually there at
her workouts for all four years.
He must have gotten his incredible stamina and work ethic from her. The mowing
and yard work they each did was phenomenal. Incidentally, Miss Eunice holds all
track records for all distances between 50 meters and 800 meters...
Mr. Kennedy represented Mississippi three times at the bi-annual National Senior
Games. His sister, Miss Bettie, chose his navy blue warm up jacket from the 2017
National Senior Games in Birmingham for his funeral viewing. Despite that being
a bit unconventional, he would have been most proud. As I recall, during a break
in the sprint heats there, an announcement came over the speaker system: "The
80 and over women's hammer throw will commence in the hammer throw area...."
He insisted that we go there immediately and he cheered every throw just as he
encouraged his fellow runners.
I finally asked him one day, after one of her workouts, which name he preferredRiley or Tom. "You usually call me 'Mr. Kennedy'. I'd say just keep doing that", he
replied. Mr. Kennedy was 19 years my senior. I was raised to show respect for my
elders. He was partly a brother and partly my father figure. As a runner, I always
did what he told me to do. He was my coach and mentor for 42 years.
Mr. Kennedy loved running, but he had an even greater passion for crappie
fishing in Splunge Bottom and squirrel hunting. He actually went squirrel hunting
the week before he passed. He also went for two days in late October to help me
get through a twelve-hour run with a knee injury.
Fishing and hunting were private things to him and so, many of his running
friends probably didn't realize he had other passions as well, I guess that's
because he gave so much and in so many ways to the running community. He
timed and organized races. He trained scores of 'would be' runners. He gave
advice and endless support to established runners. Mr. Kennedy spectated at
more races than he ran. He advised race directors and designed training
programs for friends and family.
Mr. Kennedy kept impeccable daily records of every mile he ever ran- all 40,000
of them. He wanted race courses to be accurate and measured them many times
to verify that they were. He was mighty particular about such things,
Virtually all the remaining running friends who were closest to him came to send
him off. They came from Tupelo, Booneville, Columbus, Thomaston, Ga, and

elsewhere. Again, he would have been most pleased. Despite our having
collectively run more than 1000 marathons, we each came to memorialize and
honor a man who contributed considerably more to the running community than
all of us combined. We each loved him so much.
Despite his reluctance to witness publicly, Mr. Kennedy was a deeply spiritual
person who absolutely lived the way Jesus prescribes. He was the most 'giving'
person I have ever known. I know he is now with Miss Eunice running and
walking in eternal 'fun runs', if such a thing is conceivable. It is for me.. For them,
too, I imagine that was always the intended outcome.
Thank you, Kennedy family, for sharing him with us. All of us are much the better
for his having touched our lives in all the ways that he did.
Ray Gildea - December 05, 2021 at 06:42 PM

JH

Jill Haney lit a candle in memory of Thomas "Tom" Riley
Kennedy

Jill Haney - December 04, 2021 at 08:56 PM

MW

Tom was an absolute icon in the local running community. His participation and
encouragement was legendary. We loved seeing Tom and visiting with him. We
will miss him. Mike and Marcie White
marcie white - December 04, 2021 at 07:24 AM

GD

I just looked at the running site and noticed Tom had
passed. It's hard to believe the Energizer Bunny won't be at
the races anymore. He was always so uplifting, joking
around. When you're on the course you knew who he was
just by his gait. I hope when it's my time to go home I'm
thought of like Tom. It feels like you've lost family. Tom you
made it to the finish line with class.
Gerald Dunwoody - December 03, 2021 at 04:09 AM



Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of Thomas
"Tom" Riley Kennedy.

December 03, 2021 at 12:21 AM

BR

So so sorry to hear about my cousin Riley. I remember the last time I saw him, he
was at his mom’s place and they were both involved in walking and competing in
walks and races. I have so many memories of all of us growing up
together..Bernice (Addington)Roberts and husband Charles. Phoenix AZ
Bernice Roberts - December 01, 2021 at 06:00 PM

BP

Tom leaves a hole in our running community that will never be filled !!
Not only was he a gifted runner- he encouraged so many others ( and I was one of
them).
He was a huge part of Columbus running community-especially keeping it financial
solvent~~ and no telling how many races he and Bob Coggins timed and did the
results. I will never forget meeting he and Ann Mellot— instant running family! They
delivered encouragement , training runs , and speed workouts!! Showering positives in
the process! There have been some truly beautiful posts on Facebook from the
running community - not just here but in other states as well- He was known far & wide
— posts full of praise and much regard for Tom- He is not replaceable~ only one Tom
Kennedy- It hurts knowing I will never have him out on the course again- pulling me
forward - encouraging- handing out water & ice on a hot run—
A fine man in all ways 🥰
Bye Tom~ Cannot wait to see you on that track in heaven one day - Bonnie
bonnie partridge - December 02, 2021 at 10:00 PM

MW

MaryBeth West lit a candle in memory of Thomas "Tom"
Riley Kennedy

MaryBeth West - November 30, 2021 at 06:55 PM

