Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson
July 28, 1940 - April 19, 2021

Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson passed away at her residence on April 19, 2021. She was
born on July 28, 1940 in Laurel, MS to the late Warner Alexander Trest and Lillian Ersell
Miller Trest.
Sandra was raised in Louisville, MS, and finished high-school there in 1958. She attended
Belhaven College in Jackson, MS, where she met and married Dr. Charles Sisson, Jr.
They were blessed with two children, Charles Augustus and Ione Elizabeth. In 1972, after
living in Germany and Colorado, the family made their permanent home in Amory, MS.
Sandra and Dr. Sisson enjoyed traveling and spending time at their home in North
Carolina, going to Southern gospel singings, watching movies, documentaries and
reading. Their home library held an extensive collection of books and journals. Not only
was Sandra a Bible scholar, she was well-versed in world history, politics and current
events.
Sandra was a lover all animals, particularly English Cocker Spaniels. A special passion
she shared with her daughter, Elizabeth, was raising and showing this breed of dog. They
entered their dogs in many shows and events across the United States. She also enjoyed
teaching and training other dog enthusiasts the steps to groom and show their own
animals.
After the tragic loss of her daughter, Sandra found her life moving in a new direction. She
felt called to enter seminary and continue her education in order to become a Presbyterian
minister. For more than 25 years, Sandra fulfilled her lifework of ministry as pastor of the
Wren, Aberdeen and Okolona Presbyterian churches.
After her health forced her to retire from full-time service in the ministry, she considered it
an honor and a privilege to continue mentoring people and giving spiritual guidance. Until
the end of her life, Sandra was an example of Christian love and service to all.

Survivors include her son, Charles A. Sisson, III (Lisa); grandchildren and their families,
Emma Kate Gunn (Will), Blake Thompson (Bev); sister-in-law, Kyung Trest; niece, Myong
San Miguel; nephews, Warren Trest, Randy Trest, and John Trest; brother and sister-inlaw, Ed and Penny Sisson; her childhood friend, B.J. Kelleghan.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Dr. Charles A. Sisson, Jr.; daughter, Ione
Elizabeth Sisson; brothers, Warren and Wendell Trest; nephew, Wendy Trest; special
friend, Helga Tustin; and her many pets.
Graveside memorial services for Reverend Sisson will be held on Thursday, May 6, 2021
at 3:00 pm, 2021, at Haughton Memorial Park in Amory, MS with Dr. Tom Cheatham
officiating. Everyone is asked to please meet at the cemetery prior to the service.
Reverend Sisson’s family is grateful for the kindness and exceptional care provided by the
staff at Fresenius Kidney Care of Lee County.
In lieu of flowers, donation can be made to the Aberdeen Animal Shelton (P.O. Box 784,
Aberdeen, MS 39730) or Amory Humane Society (1317 Old Highway 6, Amory, MS
38821)
Please share your condolences and memories with her family at
eepicklefuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

I was childhood friends with Sandra’s daughter Elizabeth. In fact, Liz was my best
friend. I spent many happy hours at her house. We shared a love of horses, and
Sandra supported Liz in this hobby. I can remember Sandra taking us places, and we
would always listen to Don Williams music. He was one of Sandra’s favorites. I had
the opportunity to talk with Sandra recently sharing memories of Liz. That was a very
special conversation because I was a young person the last time I had spoken to her.
The day I called Sandra I started the conversation by saying “I don’t know if you will
remember me or not.” In Sandra’s special way she replied “honey, of course I
remember you”. It was as if no time at all had passed even though it had been 40
years. She had a way of making me feel very special as a child and again as an
adult. Sandra is a part of so many of my childhood memories, and I will miss knowing
that she was just a phone call away.

Dian Burnett Crawford - May 14 at 12:00 PM

“

Good friend and classmate.Class of 1958. Revia Hudson Perrigin

revia perrigin - May 11 at 11:48 PM

“

we will be praying for yall

carter - May 04 at 06:44 PM

“

Kyung purchased the Pink Tribute Spray for the family of Reverend Sandra Trest
Sisson.

Kyung - May 04 at 02:40 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Reverend Sandra
Trest Sisson.

May 04 at 01:33 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear about Sandra’s death. My mother and I became friends
with her when she came to the Okolona Presbyterian Church as their minister in the
1980s.She was the first woman minister in my hometown and greatly influenced me.
I am now an interfaith minister and spiritual counselor in the Washington, DC area.
Sandra and I reconnected about 7 years ago when my wife, Marie and I went to
Okolona to visit our friends, Bob and Emily Henson, and Mike Malski. Sandra hugged
me and then hugged Marie at her front door and said, “Hello, Marie, I know I am
gonna love you because you belong to Elizabeth!” She was so kind and accepting!
We had several visits with her in her lovely home that week. I knew she had lost her
daughter years ago, and I knew her name was Elizabeth. On that visit in Nov of
2013, I learned that Elizabeth and I not only shared a name, but we had the same
birthday, Nov, 8th, 1963. When I made that connection, Sandra teared up, hugged
me and said, “God has brought us together to heal our grief. I will be your earthly
mother and you will be my earthy daughter. It was meant to be.” We talked on the
phone often after that visit and I visited Sandra every visit home since then. She was
a warm compassionate, and deeply spiritual woman. She is terribly missed. I’m
sending her family and friends prayers and compassion for this time of grief.

Elizabeth McCain - May 04 at 12:22 PM

“

Mike And Cheri Peters lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Mike and Cheri Peters - May 03 at 10:46 AM

“

Sorry to learn of the passing of this wonderful, dedicated lady of God. She touched
many lives!

Jim Buffington - May 02 at 08:20 AM

“

Judy Moore lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Judy Moore - May 01 at 10:45 AM

“

Joanne Barnes lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Joanne Barnes - April 30 at 08:41 PM

“

Sandra was my pastor and dear friend. She was with our family through baptisms,
weddings, graduations, and funerals. She was an excellent preacher and loved the
Lord. Sandra will be missed by all who knew her. God bless you, faithful servant.

Joanne Barnes - April 30 at 08:33 PM

“

I only got to know her in the last couple of months we shared a wonderful Dr. Dr.
William Edmonson our amazing lung Dr.
I wish I had had more time to know her.. Very very precious lady of God

Teresa Vandiver - April 30 at 08:22 PM

“

Lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Janice Brasfield Lann - April 27 at 04:15 PM

“

Sandra officiated my wedding, baptized my daughter (and three nieces) and
preached at my dad’s funeral service. She was a very special lady with a fabulous
sense of style. She will be missed greatly by my family.

Kim Williams - April 25 at 08:55 PM

“

Doris Riddle lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Doris riddle - April 24 at 03:03 PM

“

Gene lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

gene - April 24 at 11:10 AM

“

I worked for Dr. Sisson for many years. Our baby son had died and following the
death of Elizabeth Sisson I became friends with Sandra. We all attended
Compassionate Friends meetings together. We shared the unfortunate bond of
having lost a child. Sandra is finally reunited with her daughter and I know she is so
happy. Praying for her family and remembering her with love.

Debbie Wright - April 23 at 02:29 PM

“

Julia Jackson lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Julia Jackson - April 22 at 04:57 PM

“

Sandra was a wonderful woman. She played a huge part in raising my daughters
while she preached in Aberdeen at First Presbyterian Church. She would travel to
the Oxford VA nursing home along with my mother to visit my daddy on a regular
basis. She always made herself available to our family for many years. She was
loved by my entire family.

Nellie Kahl Llewellyn - April 22 at 11:21 AM

“

I loved Sandra Sisson. She was the pastor at my grandmother's church and it always
thrilled my soul to see her on the Sundays I visited. Sandra always said I reminded
her of her daughter, which humbled me greatly. Sandra gave the best hugs, too. My
heart is heavy for our loss but glad for her gain.

Katy Roberson - April 22 at 10:58 AM

“

Lit a candle in memory of

Bill Clements - April 21 at 09:51 PM

“

Such a lovely lady enjoyed our talks in the past , she will be greatly missed.Such a
sweet lady!!!

Nancy Eastman - April 21 at 09:25 PM

“

Marsha Leathers lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Marsha Leathers - April 21 at 08:08 PM

“

A precious lady and friend. Sympathy to Charles and family.
Kay Colburn, Diane Colburn Senter and Sheila Colburn Bryant

Sheila Bryant - April 21 at 12:50 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear this news. Sandra was such a sweet lady and faithful minister. I
enjoyed visiting with her on several occasions both socially and when she was ill. My
prayers for her family! Tom Cheatham

Rev. Thomas A. Cheatham - April 21 at 11:59 AM

“

Angie Irvin lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Angie Irvin - April 21 at 07:26 AM

“

She had such a soothing voice when she would preach!! Always a sweet and
thoughtful lady!!

Gail Dalrymple - April 20 at 10:13 PM

“

Angie Little lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Angie Little - April 20 at 09:36 PM

“

Prayers for Charles and Lisa. We are thinking of y’all at this difficult time.

Mickey, Heidi and Kayla Kane - April 20 at 07:43 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Ms Sandra’s passing. Very sweet lady.

Sherry Evans - April 20 at 07:43 PM

“

Brenda Marion lit a candle in memory of Reverend Sandra Trest Sisson

Brenda Marion - April 20 at 04:27 PM

“

Lit a candle in memory of

Marilyn P. Reed - April 20 at 02:41 PM

