John A. Carlson
November 11, 1928 - November 19, 2017

Amory – John A. Carlson, 89, passed away on Sunday, November 19, 2017, at River
Place Nursing Center. Born on November 11, 1928, in Paragould, AR, he was the only
child of the late Oscar Edwin “O.E. Carl” and Maggie Hathcock Carlson. The family lived in
Chicago, IL, and Dallas, TX before settling in Amory in about 1939.
After graduating Amory high school, John attended Diesel School in Memphis. The diesel
training served as a useful tool as John developed various mechanical and technical skills
in building planning, woodworking and machinery. He could build and fix almost anything.
Shortly after high school John married the love of his life, Sara Ann Jones. He and Sara,
his faithful wife and business partner, had a successful entrepreneurial career, starting
with a Drugstore/Soda Shop at the Park Hotel when it opened in 1949. John expanded
business ventures to his first grocery store (Carlson’s Market) at Puckett Crossing in 1950.
Carlson’s Market transferred to South Main Street in 1955 where John owned and
operated the grocery, specialty meat market, and general merchandise business for over
30 years. During his career John invested in rental properties that allowed him to continue
to use his wood working and fix-it skills and to offer affordable housing opportunities to
new and small families. John and Sara were able to retire 20 years ago and spent their
time traveling, gardening, and enjoying friends and neighbors. In retirement, John
developed into a brilliant artisan woodworker. He could build anything with his hands. This
has been a skill passed through both the Carlson and Hathcock generations.
John was a generous and caring man. He was a faithful member of North Boulevard
Christian Church, where he served as a Deacon, Board Member, and Sunday School
superintendent. He created the plans for the church when it was first built and built the first
steeple with a fellow congregant. John was the oldest living charter member of North
Boulevard Christian. He was passionate about serving, training and giving to others. He
was active in the Meals-On-Wheels program, participating in the high school vocational
work study program and supporting individual self-enterprises. John had a servant’s heart
and strove to share God’s love and kindness with everyone in his community, especially
those in particular need.
John made many friends and memories through the years that will last for generations. In
his free time, he loved anything outdoors. He was a member of the Civil Air Patrol as a

young man, and spent many afternoons piddling on a Ham Radio and later on the CB
radios. He enjoyed motor cycles, camping, boating and water travel. He once co-owned
and operated Hydrocraft Sales, a boat building business in Amory. John enjoyed listening
to Country and quartet Gospel music, watching old movies – and just about anything on
television. (He had a TV in every room of the house as well as his workshop.) He was
man who had a huge heart. He loved his friends, his church, and his town.
He is survived by his wife of 69 years, Sara Jones Carlson, Amory; daughter, Charlotte
Carlson, Little Rock, AR; many cousins, nieces and nephews; great-nieces and greatnephews; and special friend, Cindy Myers.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
His Funeral Service will be held at 3:15PM, Wednesday, November 22, 2017, at E. E.
Pickle Funeral Home, Amory, with Bro. Lloyd Minor, Bro. Buzz Wilkinson, and Bro. Tony
Stahl officiating. Burial will be in Masonic Cemetery, Amory. Pallbearers will be: Jackie
Palmer, Dennis Barnett, Barry Jones, Johnny Frank Turman, Vernon Watson, Bob Hill,
Paul Hawkins, and honorary pall bearer, Mike Ausbon.
Visitation will be from 1:00 - 2:50PM, Wednesday, at the funeral home.
Donations are suggested to go to North Boulevard Christian Church Building Fund, 1201
N. Blvd Drive, Amory, MS. 38821.

Memories and condolences can be shared with his family at EEPickleFuneralHome.com.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

E. E. Pickle Funeral Home - November 22, 2017 at 04:04 PM

“

I am so sorry i could not make it for the service. I am with you in spirit, thoughts and
prayers. I read your dad's tribute. He sounds like he was an amazing man. The apple does
not fall far from the tree. Love you, Charlotte.
Laura Prondzinski
Laura Prondzinski - November 24, 2017 at 07:40 PM

“

John has a special place in my memory as a child and also as an adult. There was
no better place to trick or treat than the Carlson house. John used to scare the devil
out of me. I will always remember his ready laugh and the happy times we all spent
at Pickwick. He saved my life there. I was very young and while cleaning off life
jackets, stepped into deep water. I remember going under and this hand coming
down to drag me back to the surface. His time at the Grocery were also in my
memory. Mom and Dad sent me on my bike to pick things up there. Both John and
Sara, were always there for my parents. Daddy always had funny stories about John.
We were all blessed with his presence in our lives. God Bless you and your family.
Mary Lynn Means Wakefield

Mayr Lynn Means Wakefield - February 08, 2018 at 01:02 PM

“

Charlotte and Sara,
I am so sorry for your loss. My parents are George and Cleta Burnett and I
remember many good times with the Carlson family and the North Boulevard
Christian Church family.
Reading about the first church steeple really hit home, because my dad helped with
that project. I remember them using a cone shaped, paper water cooler cup as the
form for the fiberglass to create the perfect point on top.
Carolyn Burnett Blaylock
Iuka, MS

Carolyn Blaylock - November 28, 2017 at 08:04 AM

“

Israel and I watched the absolutely beautiful "Life Tribute" video and I must say I feel
very blessed to be a part of such a top-notch family, even if I'm only a fairly distant
cousin. I didn't get the chance to personally meet John and Sara although I feel like I
have because of all the priceless stories Charlotte has shared. I'm hoping I'll soon
get the chance to visit Sara as soon as Charlotte and I plan our road trip! As for
John...well...as I watched the video I could tell right away that he was a character!
Guess it runs in the family!!!
I love you all and will continue praying that you will find peace during this time.
xoxo,
Mandy

Amanda Hathcock-Lopez - November 23, 2017 at 04:03 PM

“

Bob & Martha Borcicky lit a candle in memory of John A. Carlson

Bob & Martha Borcicky - November 22, 2017 at 08:48 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of John A. Carlson.

November 22, 2017 at 09:34 AM

“

Aunt Sara and Charlotte, Our thoughts and prayers are with you as you celebrate
Uncle John today. I am so sorry we can not be there. We will rejoice knowing he is
basking in Heavens glory with our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Larry and Judy Clinton

Judy Clinton - November 22, 2017 at 08:54 AM

“

Aunt Sara & Charlotte, Sally & I wish so much we could be with you through this
difficult time. You both have been so strong and Charlotte I know you have been
stretched to limits you never imagined. Our prayers continue for you. We love you!
Mike & Sally

mike jones - November 22, 2017 at 12:13 AM

“

Charlotte, I am sorry for your loss and thinking about you and your mother. I didn't
have the opportunity to know your father but I know what a good daughter you were.
He was a fortunate man in that regard. Love you, Joyce Schimenti

Joyce Schimenti - November 21, 2017 at 06:00 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of John A. Carlson.

November 21, 2017 at 05:30 PM

“

Sheilawelch sent a virtual gift in memory of John A. Carlson

Sheilawelch - November 21, 2017 at 04:40 PM

“

51 files added to the album LifeTributes

E. E. Pickle Funeral Home - November 21, 2017 at 01:58 PM

“

I did not have the pleasure of meeting Mr. Carlson but have heard many stories of his
life. My prayers for comfort are with you all during this time of loss. Denise Kendrick

Denise Kendrick - November 21, 2017 at 08:17 AM

“

Jay Cowley lit a candle in memory of John A. Carlson

Jay Cowley - November 20, 2017 at 08:57 PM

“

John & Sara gave me my first job at Carlson's Grocery; stocking, cleaning up,
pumping gas and delivering groceries. So many lessons were learned from them.
Spent many wonderful times at Picwick with the entire family. Always made a point to
stop in for a visit when I was in town. Our hearts go out to Sara & Charlotte. He will
be missed and not forgotten. You are in tour thoughts and prayers.
Mike, Annette and Buster Ausbon

Mike Ausbon - November 20, 2017 at 06:50 PM

“

Jeff Moon lit a candle in memory of John A. Carlson

Jeff Moon - November 20, 2017 at 05:47 PM

“

Lots of good memories on a houseboat and at Halloween and taking inventory at
Carlson's Market with John and his sweet family...
Love and prayers to Sara and Charlotte,
Brenda

Brenda Marion - November 20, 2017 at 12:55 PM

“

Marilyn P. Reed lit a candle in memory of John A. Carlson

Marilyn P. Reed - November 20, 2017 at 12:17 PM

“

Debbie Chamblee And Jean Kendrick lit a candle in memory of John A. Carlson

Debbie Chamblee and Jean Kendrick - November 20, 2017 at 10:30 AM

“

One of the finest men, and friends I ever had; He and Sara gave me my first job at
Carlson's Market on South Main St; They both worked hard hours 6 days a week
serving the people at Amory Garment Company, as well as the entire town with
groceries, including home delivery. The most wonderful, and caring people anyone
could ever know. He will be sorely missed as a dear friend...Dennis Barnette

dennis barnette - November 20, 2017 at 10:29 AM

