Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle Cadden, Jr.
October 21, 1934 - October 3, 2020

Ernest Carlisle (Sonny) Cadden, Jr., 85, died on October 3, 2020, at his home in Amory.
Born on October 21, 1934 in Amory to the late Ernest and Sue Smith Cadden, Sonny
graduated from Amory High School in 1952.
He received both his Bachelor of Arts in Music (1956) and his Master of Music Education
(1964) from the University of Mississippi. As an undergraduate student at Ole Miss, he
was the solo clarinetist with both the University Symphonic Band and the University
Symphony Orchestra.
In 1956, his first teaching position was as Band and Choral Director at Leland High
School, a position he held until 1970. During the 14 years in Leland, his bands were
consistently rated "superior" in all categories of competition at the State Band Festival.
In 1970, he returned to Amory where he served as Band Director for the next seven years,
during which time the Amory Band won many honors. At the 1973 Tri-State Band Festival
in Enid, Oklahoma, the band was selected the "Most Outstanding in Class" in concert,
marching and parade and in concert and parade in 1977.
He was conductor of the Greenville Symphony Orchestra in Greenville, Mississippi, from
1966-1969 and was the Concert Director with the Mississippi Lions' All-State Band in
1962, 1966, 1969 and 1974.
In 1976, he received the coveted "Mac" award, named in memory of A.H. McAllister,
eminent American bandmaster and leader in the field of music education in America. This
award recognizes the "Outstanding Band Director" in each of the 50 states.
He served as President of the MMEA, Band Division in 1969 and 1973, Treasurer of the
MMEA, its parent organization, in 1971 and 1972. He is also Past-President of Phi Beta
Mu, Delta Chapter and was State ASBDA Chairman for four years. He also is a member
of the Northeast Mississippi Band Directors Hall of Fame and the Mississippi Bandmasters

Hall of Fame.
He accepted a position with Henco, Inc., in Selmer, Tennessee, in 1977 and continued
there for 12 years. In 1989, he was named McNairy County (Tennessee), "Citizen of the
Year" and was a Past President of the Selmer Rotary Club.
He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Margaret and sons Lee (Amory), Carl (Amory) and
daughter Dollie (Navarre, Florida) and grandchildren Blake (Caitlin) of Nashville,
Tennessee and Kelsey (Amory). He is also survived by his brother Johnny (Nell) of Amory
and his sister Nancy (Florida). He was preceded in death by his parents and his daughterin-law Kathy.
A funeral service will be held on Wednesday, October 7, 2020, at 2:00 in the Chapel at
Pickle Funeral Home in Amory with Joe Brennan officiating. Burial will follow in Masonic
Cemetery. Pallbearers will be Roger Cadden, Tommy Cadden, Sam Nerren, David
Millender, Steve Stockton, Eddie Moak, Russell Hughes and Rusty McMullan.
Visitation for friends and family will be held prior to the service on Wednesday from 11:001:50 at Pickle Funeral Home.
Memorials may be made to the Ernest Cadden Scholarship, c/o Create Foundation, Post
Office Box 1053, Tupelo, Mississippi 38802.
You may share your condolences and memories with his family at
eepicklefuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Mary And Neil Hilliard lit a candle in memory of Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle Cadden, Jr.

Mary and Neil Hilliard - October 12, 2020 at 11:19 PM

“

Johnny Leech lit a candle in memory of Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle Cadden, Jr.

Johnny Leech - October 08, 2020 at 07:04 AM

“

Terry Wax Llewellyn lit a candle in memory of Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle Cadden, Jr.

Terry Wax Llewellyn - October 07, 2020 at 02:21 AM

“

One of the finest men I have ever known. Lee, you and the rest of the family are in
my prayers.

Wendy Roebuck - October 07, 2020 at 12:09 AM

“

- Your Family Health Clinic team purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle Cadden, Jr..

- Your Family Health Clinic team - October 06, 2020 at 02:16 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle Cadden,
Jr..

October 06, 2020 at 11:56 AM

“

I had the privilege of being in the Panther band under the direction of Mr. Cadden,
who brought us from an almost non-existent group of struggling musicians to an
award-winning marching and concert band. In a wonderfully ironic twist of fate, we
shared a special connection because my father, Bob Baker, was HIS band director!
From the beginning, he was my mentor and friend and made my years in his band so
memorable. He loved each and every one of his students and his office door was
always open if you needed a sympathetic ear or maybe just wanted to hear a funny
story from his days in the band. For the past 6 years, I looked forward to visiting with
him and his sweet wife every spring when we met to choose the E.C. Cadden, Jr.
Music Scholarship recipient of the year. He was truly a dedicated and respected
leader with a beautiful soul and I will sorely miss him...

Christy Baker Brown - October 05, 2020 at 11:08 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle
Cadden, Jr..

October 05, 2020 at 09:00 PM

“

I was one of his students in the Leland High School Band from 63 to 69. He was truly
dedicated to excellence and greatly loved by all his students. He and Margaret were
both highly regarded as educators in Leland and are fondly remembered to this day.

Randy Magee - October 05, 2020 at 07:34 PM

“

Debbie Chamblee lit a candle in memory of Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle Cadden, Jr.

Debbie Chamblee - October 05, 2020 at 06:34 PM

“

I took two weeks while I was in college to go watch every band that went across the
stage at state festival.
Mr. Cadden saw me after the second day and introduced himself to me. I sat right
beside him for the next 5000 bands and we discussed each one.
That was The Best music education I Ever received.
Mr. Cadden was a picture of the noble work of being a band man.

Len Killough - October 05, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“

Mr. Cadden brought the entire community together. Many came to watch his band
from all over. Everyone in 5 counties bought chances on the Cricket (what an
amazing idea for a fundraiser!). Then taking bands all the way to Oklahoma with zero
debt or cost to the school, just genius. To take the children of average citizens and
turn them into the best band in the state, that always won contests, scored the
highest in all categories every time, all while teaching us life (hard work gets you
rewards), shows us just what an amazing man he was. Just as amazing is his
beautiful wife, who was always by his side; loving, supporting, comforting, (and
probably guiding! ). Hundreds of his students are out in the world, being significant,
following his example. Many made a career in the music industry, no doubt his
influence. Now, he’s making music in Heaven. I can’t wait to be in his band again!

Tim Rutledge - October 05, 2020 at 05:02 PM

“

My Dad, Houston B. Egger, and I was good friends with "Sonny" for many years in
the 50s and 60s. Condolences to friends and family, Frank N. Egger, Picayune

Frank N. Egger, Picayune, Ms. - October 05, 2020 at 12:56 PM

“

My Dad, Houston B. Egger, and I was good friends with "Sonny" for many years in
the 50s and 60s. Condolences to friends and family, Frank N. Egger, Picayune

Frank N. Egger, Picayune, Ms. - October 05, 2020 at 12:55 PM

“

Who can imagine the countless lives this man touched with his gift of teaching...not
just music, but life itself! I thank God for the opportunity to learn at his feet, and to call
him my friend.

Marty Funderburk - October 05, 2020 at 10:07 AM

“

Dear Friend and classmate, you will be greatly missed. You and Margaret have kept
the class of 1952 well informed about classmates and our yearly class reunion.
Enjoyed visiting with you and Margaret on several occasions. May God bless
Margaret and your family during this time.

Mary Elizabeth Tubbs - October 05, 2020 at 12:40 AM

“

Ernest “Sonny” Cadden was a special guy. When I was in grade school I got to meet
him as one the band directors who was friends with my parents. I heard from others
about his bands in Leland and experienced first-hand the quality of his Amory bands
and watched his impact on his adoring students.
I was home from college when I answered David Nicholson’s call to my dad saying
that Mr Cadden was in the hospital with a series of strokes. The strokes left him
impaired on the right side and unable to speak. As I remember, Mr Cadden could still
whistle and he later told of how he got through the multiple MRIs he endured by
measuring time whistling marches. At 120 beats per minute, he could track time by
how many marches he got through.
The strokes were enough that many would have given in and just waited to die. Not
Mr. Cadden. He rehabbed and relearned and turned things around. His speech
returned. He willed himself to walk. He demanded that you shake hands with him
using his right hand. He learned to write with his left hand and was frequent in his
letter writing, back when letters were a thing. He built on the his legacy as a band
Director by living what he taught; overcoming obstacles and not settling for excuses.
Mr Cadden was a fixture at State Clinic. I believe that Bob Taylor was the first who
volunteered to drive him to the coast. Later, when I was in Quitman and later in
Ridgeland, I got the treat of driving to Forest and taking Mr Cadden to the coast.
These were some of my favorite times driving down and and letting him tell stories
while he asked me about some of the events of the present that he wasn’t
immediately aware of. I always looked forward to our time together and was selfishly
saddened when he and wife Margaret moved back to Amory to be close to their kids
and grands.
Mr Cadden’s presence as secretary for the annual Phi Beta Mu meeting was always
an assurance to me of the reverence one should hold for the prestigious membership
in the organization. His admonishments that we honor our oath, not the least of
which was responding to correspondence, were reminders or our duty to the
fraternity and music education.
Mr Cadden always enjoyed his work as the music monitor at State Contest, except
when those times came when had to enforce the rules. One time in particular I sat
beside him as one of the states most prestigious programs played their typically
outstanding program. “Jay,” he whispered, “help me find this tune on the list. Tell me
I’m blind. I can’t find it.” We couldn’t find it. It would have been easy to let it go. The
piece performed was absolutely quality literature. The performance was fabulous.
The tune HAD just recently been on the list. But it wasn’t there now. His integrity
stood as his heart broke for the kids and their very fine director.
An excellent example of empathy but understanding of the necessity of following the
rules as established. If you don’t like the rule, change the rule. Until that time, enforce
the rule.
Our first son, John Thomas, III (Jace), didn’t have a name until the week he was

born. Our second son, if he was listening, didn’t have to wait that long. When I called
to ask his blessing, well...if one can actually hear a smile, I believe that was the time,
and when Cadden Moore was baptized in Quitman FUMC, we were honored to have
Mr and Mrs Cadden stand with us. I’m moved now as I remember.
I never heard him complain of his situation. I consistently saw a man who accepted
the hand dealt and then continue to make his mark. I’m grateful for what he’s meant
to me and so pleased that we have such an honorable young man to carry his name.
God Bless your family and memory, Mr Cadden.
Jay McArthur
Jay McArthur - October 04, 2020 at 10:42 PM

“

Marilyn P. Reed lit a candle in memory of Ernest "Sonny" Carlisle Cadden, Jr.

Marilyn P. Reed - October 04, 2020 at 06:34 PM

“

I regret that I cannot be at the service- but there’s not adequate space to hold all of
my memories here.... the investment he made in each of his band students will never
be forgotten nor overlooked. He had our respect and love because that’s what he
gave each of us. Sometimes it was necessary for that to come in the form of tough
love, but love nevertheless! He was a visionary when it came to half time shows....
the thrill of standing ovations never got old or mundane. The thrill of marching the
halls of AHS and playing Panther Fight Filled everyone with pride. The trip to Enid,
OK And all that it took to get us there (selling Cricket Tickets) is a vivid memory. The
memories of band camps and performances and parades.... the hours of practice
and work.... each one serving to make us better, more disciplined, and prepared. He
was a legend....

Susan Sparks Bolding - October 04, 2020 at 06:28 PM

“

Beautifully said! And so very true! A legend indeed!
Marty - October 05, 2020 at 09:03 PM

